
Picayune article about their ef-

forts at Hardin and the Injury 

Free grant would bring the atten-

tion and donations of time, 

equipment, and money that the 

park so desperately needed. 

The two MURP students worked 

together to secure over $100 

thousand dollars in resources and 

assistance from the Injury Free 

grant, NORD, the neighborhood 

bar Bullets, individuals from 

across NO, the Governor’s 

Council on Physical Fitness, and 

City Council representatives 

Hedge-Morrell and Fielkow.  

Hardin Playground and the chil-

dren now have equipment and 

uniforms for organized basketball, 

baseball, and football, a play-

ground with a rubberized ground 

to prevent injuries, and a booster 

club that hopes to encourage 

more community involvement 

and continued improvements, 

such as more activities for girls.  

The challenge for the two is now 

how to play their role as advo-

cacy planners, focusing on the 

next project to bring the park 

back to its glory days while bring-

ing along other residents of the 

community. 

On Saturday, September 25th, 

Hardin Playground was full of 

residents and volunteers eager to 

help revitalize the park.  There 

were families and community 

members, Arnie Fielkow, the 

President of City Council, a 

youth football team in their new 

uniforms, and kids playing basket-

ball.  Children under the age of 7 

stayed close to their parents or 

jumped in puddles leftover from 

the afternoon shower.  But not 

for long.  Earlier in the day, new, 

high quality playground equip-

ment and a safe play surface were 

installed at the park. 

Once an important jewel of the 

neighborhood, Hardin was con-

verted into a FEMA trailer park 

following the storm.  The trailers 

were not removed until mid-

2008, at which point Chris Paul 

of the NO Hornets installed a 

new basketball court.  However, 

without improvements to the 

rest of the park or spurring com-

munity engagement, the park 

continued to lack the resources 

and attention required for a 

healthy community play space. 

At the beginning of the year, 

Kendric Perkins and Mike Prats 

got involved with their friends, 

who are now parents and 

coaches at Hardin, to pursue an 

Injury Free Coalition playground 

build grant, capitalize on other  

resources, and further organize 

the community.  After receiving 

notification from Injury Free that 

Hardin’s proposal was accepted, 

Kendric and Mike believed this 

would be the momentum needed 

to increase community engage-

ment and build new relationships, 

as there are no neighborhood 

associations focusing on this spe-

cific part of the 7th Ward.  Little 

did they know that a May Times-

Business Cards:  CCS has 
extended the deadline and will 
be placing an order for business 
cards on Oct 28th.  You will 
receive 250 cards for $40.  Pay-
ment is due when cards are dis-
tributed the first week in Nov.  
For more details, contact LaVita 

at lavita.tuff@gmail.com or Laura 
at lwoltans@uno.edu. 
 
Volunteer Events:  Lindsay is 
going to be coordinating two big 
volunteer events for our pro-
gram, one fall semester and one 
spring semester.  If you have any 

suggestions, please let her know 
- lcpick@gmail.com. 
 
Social Networks:  Get con-
nected with CCS and add us on 
Facebook, follow us on Twitter, 
and check out our website to get 
the latest updates.  

UNO MURP graduate students 

Mike Prats and Kendric Perkins 

in front of the new playground 

equipment at Hardin Park. 

Hardin Playground 
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NEW CCS      

EXECUTIVE  

BOARD  

President:  LaVita Tuff 

(lavita.tuff@gmail.com) 

VP/Secretary:  Laura    

Woltanski 

(lwoltans@uno.edu) 

Treasurer:  Bethany     

Hartfield 

(bhartfie@uno.edu) 

Social Event Coordinator:  

Jeremy Walton 

(jmarkwalton@gmail.com) 

Volunteer Coordinator:  

Lindsay Pick 

(lcpick@gmail.com) 

NOLA Metro APA Liaison:  

Carl Seifert 

(cseifert@uno.edu) 

State APA Liaison:  Bridget 

Tydor (btydor@uno.edu) 

For full biographies, please 

see CCS website: http://

crescentcityshapersword-

press.com. 



7pm at the CBD’s IP Building.  Fall semes-

ter talks will be held October 14th and 

November 11th (speaker TBD).  

 

Thursday, October 14th - Pres Kabacoff 

of HRI Properties 

 

Pres Kabacoff is a well-known developer 

in New Orleans and St. Louis.  HRI Prop-

erties is working on the Federal City Pro-

ject and the mixed-use complex on the 

corner of Rampart and Esplanade, along 

with many other current and past projects 

throughout the city.  Pres will be talking 

about HRI’s development work and some 

of his history in the field.  This should be a 

great talk, for all planning students, and 

time will be available at the end for ques-

tions! 

 

The IP Building is located at 643 Magazine 

Street, in between Lafayette and Girod.  

The talks will be held in the first floor 

board room.    

 

Light snacks and drinks will be provided.  

Feel free to bring along something.   

 

October Happy Hours:  Come out and 

enjoy the nightlife at some of New Orleans’ 

unique locations with your classmates.  A 

great way to relax after classes and get to 

know each other better.  Let us know if 

you need a ride and we will try to arrange a 

carpool. 

      

     Friday 15th - 7pm at Mimi’s in the 

Marigny (2601 Royal St).  Cute little place 

with great tapas selection! 

      

     Wednesday 27th - Enjoy the sounds of 

Treme Brass Band at The Candlelight 

Lounge at 10pm.  $5 cover. 

Treme Brass Band performing at Preser-

vation Hall - 2010 Pompo Bresciani 

 

Dinner & Discussion Series:  We are 

changing the lunch time talks with local 

planning professionals to Thursday nights 6-

OktoberFest at Deutsches Haus: 

     Although this is not a planned group 

event, we recommend you make a trip 

to 200 S Galvez to experience Oktober 

Fest New Orlean’s style.  This is the last 

year the Deutsches Haus will be open 

at this location.  

You can partake 

in great drinks, 

food, dancing 

and music every 

Friday and Sat-

urday through 

October 23rd.  

$8 admission. 

 

 

 

Midterms: 

     Week of Oct 11-15 

 

Halloween: 

     Sunday Oct 31st 

Upcoming Events 

http://
crescentcityshapers.wordpress.com 

If you have any upcoming events or announcements you would like in future newsletters or 
recommendations, please contact Laura Woltanski at lwoltans@uno.edu. 

Twitter @CityShapers 

First Happy Hour is Success! 
The first happy hour, held at Lafitte’s 
Blacksmith Shop, was a great way to end a 
week of classes and to kick-off the year’s 
planned social events.  More than 20 class-
mates came out to enjoy the night and  
 

camaraderie.  Discussions included our 
interests and specializations, haunted 
houses, and the best restaurants in the 
city.  There was a lot of mixing and    
mingling and getting to know the first  

years better.  It was an all around good 
time!  Come out and join us for the next 
social events, planned for Oct 15th and 
27th.  More details listed below. 

Facebook Crescent City Shapers 


